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ASUNCION, Paraguay —
Paraguayans head to the
polls Sunday to choose a
new president after a ven-
omously fought campaign
marred by slander and back
stabbing.

Front-runners Horacio
Cartes, 56, of the Colorado
Party, and Efraín Alegre, 50,
of the ruling Liberal Party,
both accuse each other of
corruption.

The vote will be the first
since the controversial oust-
ing of leftist President Fer-
nando Lugo last June, large-
ly over his handling of dead-
ly clashes over land rights.
Lugo’s impeachment result-
ed in diplomatic sanctions
against Paraguay for what
many regional leaders
called a “parliamentary
coup.”

The Colorado candidate,
one of the richest men in the
country and owner of 25
companies, has been ac-
cused of everything from
trafficking in drugs and con-
traband cigarettes to money
laundering — charges his
party has denied.

Although Cartes’ lead has
narrowed over the last few
days, the most recent survey
from IPA pollsters gave the
businessman 47.6 percent of
the vote, with Alegre trail-
ing at 32.5 percent.

The Liberal candidate has
been accused of collecting
campaign funds from local
businessmen on a recent
trip to Uruguay, where he al-
so met President José Muj-
ica. Alegre is also embroiled
in a scandal involving a land
purchase that has caused
one head to roll.

Parliamentary President
Jorge Oviedo Matto re-
signed earlier in the week
after it was revealed that the
Liberal government bought
land owned by his father
days before forming an alli-
ance with the National
Union of Ethical Citizens,
the party of his father. Com-
mentators and opponents
have called the purchase a

cynical move to secure the
pact and help narrow the
gap with the Colorados.

But it is Cartes’ com-
ments in the past few weeks
that have grabbed the
headlines.

His strong defense of the
“traditional” Paraguayan
family, comparison of gay
people to “monkeys” and
comment that he’d “shoot
himself in the balls” if he
were to find out that his son
were living with another
man has riled the LGBT
community.

As the candidates closed
their campaigns Thursday
night, the capital was filled
with the noise of exploding
fireworks and blaring cars
horns.

In clear reference to his
opponent, Alegre, speaking
near the presidential palace,
said that “the people know
where the mafia is and
where the decent Paraguay
is.”

The Colorado leader,
meanwhile, struck a more
conciliatory note at his rally

in the city of Presidente
Franco, saying, “The people
want solutions and not
hatred.”

In the colonial center of
Asunción, opinions were
divided.

Beto Gonzalez, 34, a taxi
driver, said he didn’t know
which candidate would get
his vote but added that the
“Colorado party corruption
is enormous.”

Another man, who de-
clined to give his name, said
that the candidate “more ca-
pable of fraud” would win
Sunday’s vote.

The Colorado Party,
which held power for 60
years until Lugo broke its
lock on power, remains a co-
lossal machine — and a pop-
ular one — with nearly two
million card-carrying mem-
bers in a country of 3.5 mil-
lion eligible voters.

Cirilo Melgarejo, 43, said
that he intended to vote for
Cartes. “He gives lots of
work to people with his
companies such as Pulp [a
beverage firm] and he has
decent projects,” he said. “I
have confidence in him and
the party, which is very
united.”

Cartes’ campaign has
centered on his pro-busi-
ness track record and his
success with ventures that
range from the tobacco in-
dustry to meat production.
He’s also the president of Li-
bertad, one of the most pop-
ular soccer teams in the
country.

But the accusations
against him have continued
to swirl, despite his efforts
to focus on key problems
such as health, education
and, above all, poverty in a
country where about a third
of the population is consid-
ered poor.

Wikileaks cables from the
U.S. Embassy in Buenos
Aires in 2010 suggest that
Cartes was the head of a
gang operating out of the
Triple Frontier, a lawless
area bordering Argentina
and Brazil, and was involved
in drug trafficking and mon-
ey laundering. Back in Feb-
ruary 2000, a small plane
was intercepted on one of
his farms containing co-
caine and marijuana.

The businessman also
has been investigated for tax
evasion and contraband cig-
arettes that have flooded in-
to the Brazilian market.

Cartes declined a request
for an interview with The
Miami Herald, but Julio Ve-
lázquez, a Colorado senator
standing for reelection, re-
sponded to the allegations
from party headquarters.

“When it comes to drug
trafficking, Horacio has
made it very clear what his
position is,” he said.
“There’s no concrete allega-
tion against him. Horacio al-
so has significant invest-
ments in the U.S. Do you
think the Americans would
allow a narco to bring mon-
ey into their country?”

After the high of 2008
when Lugo won election on
a promise to reform the
country and its land rights
issues, the ex-president’s
new coalition, Frente Gua-
sú, is trailing in fourth place.
Lugo, barred from standing
for president again, is run-
ning for the Senate.

Chiqui Ávalos, author of
The Other Side of HC — a re-
cent book about Cartes,
compared the Colorados to
the PRI in Mexico and the
powerful grip both parties
continue to hold.

“Lugo’s government was
not what people had hoped
for,” he said. “He eliminated
the hope for change and lots
of people who voted for him
[in 2008] have returned to
the Colorado Party.”

For Ávalos, Cartes repre-
sents conservative big busi-
ness and corruption, which
landlocked and impover-
ished Paraguay has strug-
gled to throw off throughout
its history.

“If Cartes wins,” he said,
“it will be a return to the
past.”

PARAGUAY

Paraguayans to pick
leader after nasty race
■ The front-runners in
Paraguay’s presidential
race are Horacio Cartes
of the Colorado Party
and Efraín Alegre of the
ruling Liberal Party.

BY ED STOCKER
Special to The Miami Herald

TOP CONTENDERS: Liberal
Party’s Efrain Alegre,
above, and Colorado
Party’s Horacio Cartes,
accuse each other of
corruption.
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Pre-Owned Savings End Sunday!
2.9% Financing
Available on select CPO Infinitis with approved credit.

YOUR JOB IS YOUR CREDIT. SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE!
‘08 Chrys. Town & Country $7,995

White
‘01 BMW 325i Convertible $8,995

Silver, 1 Owner, Only 65k MIles
‘08 Dodge Avenger .......... $10,995

Black/Black
‘07 Honda Odyssey EX..... $12,995

Silver, Nice
‘08 Nissan Pathfinder ..... $13,995

Silver
‘04 Lincoln Navigator ...... $14,995

Black/Beige, 1 Owner, Only 56k Miles, Loaded
‘08 Nissan Xterra SE........ $14,995

Black, Only 50k Miles

‘09 Ford Escape Limited... $17,495
Loaded, Gray

‘08 Lexus IS250............... $17,695
Luxury

‘08 Infiniti G37 Coupe ..... $21,995
Pearl White, Premium Pkg., Navigation

‘10 Infiniti EX35 .............. $22,995
#P10281 Must See

‘09 Infiniti M35 S ............ $26,995
Silver

‘11 Infiniti G37 Coupe ..... $27,995
Black/Black

‘10 Infiniti QX56.............. $32,995
#QX13027A Silver, Loaded

South Motors Infiniti
US-1 & South 169 St.
(888) 314-7291
SouthInfiniti.com

*2 or more vehicles available at these prices. All closed end leases for 39 months. G37
Sedan #91113 MSRP: $41,140. $0 down payment. $1,524.80 total due at signing.
G37 Coupe #92113 MSRP: $44,555. $4,199.40 total due at signing. G37 Convertible
#93013 MSRP: $52,800. $2,296.94 total due at signing. M37 #94113 MSRP: $50,260.
$4,425.17 total due at signing. QX56 #83112 MSRP: $61,745. $4,673.81 total due at
signing. No security deposit. Plus title & tag. 10k miles per year. Monthly payments
plus tax. $.25 per mile penalty over mileage allotment. With approved credit. Vehicles
subject to prior sale. Offers available only on vehicles in stock. Vehicle artwork for il-
lustration purposes only. Offers cannot be combined. Factory programs and incentives
are subject to change without notice. Must present ad prior to negotiation. Offers valid
through 4/21/13. MVR#94100248

Service Now Open Sunday 10am-3pm

SAVE

Sunday Special Offers

SAVE SAVE
$15
when you spend
$50.00 - $99.99*

$25
when you spend
$100 - $249.99*

$50
when you spend
$250 or more*

Select a service Select a service Select a service

^

SundayService
Oil & Filter
Change
$34.95
� Replace oil per specifications
� �nstall g������ ������	� �ilter
� Multi-point inspection

SundayService
Tire Rotation
& Balancing
$29.95^

� Rotate and balance 4 tires
� �nspect tires and brake pads
� Multi-point inspection

SundayService
Computerized
Alignment
$69.95^

� 
����l alignment
� ���ust toe, caster and camber
� ��ck centerline thrust angle

No Appointment
Necessary

*Sunday Service Offers valid only on Sunday service. Must present coupon when order is writ-
ten. Not valid with any other offer or special. Offer expires April 28th. ^Genuine Nissan Ester
Engine Oil or synthetic oil may be available at additional cost. Prices may vary for models
requiring adhesive wheel weights. See dealer for details. Offer expires April 28th.

2013 Infiniti M37 Premium Pkg.

$444lease
per
month*

2013 Infiniti QX56 Navigation

$555lease
per
month*

$777lease
per
month*

2013 Infiniti G37 Convertible Premium Pkg.
Navigation

South Motors Infiniti
US-1 & South 169 Street
SouthInfiniti.com

$333lease
per
month*

2013 Infiniti G37 Coupe Premium Pkg.

2013 Infiniti G37 Sedan
Premium Pkg.

No hidden fees! You pay exactly what is disclosed.

$333
lease per month*

$0
down payment

Take Advantage

Of These Amazing

Spring Offers

While They Last!

The SOMAY PAINT FACTORY
3501 NW 41ST Street, Miami 33142 • Since 1926 • 87 Years

305-633-6333 • 888-2-4-S-O-M-A-Y
www.somay.com

Only $1.28 to $1.84 per sq. ft. for 2 full coats

Factory-Direct, “Pay & Pickup” Prices

SAVE WITH SOMAY®

WATERPROOFING COATINGS
For Ponding Water Areas

SOMAY 814 – Rubber Polymer
White • Energy Star® $1.28/sq. ft.

SOMAY 1600 – 100% Silicone Rubber 
White • Energy Star® $1.28/sq. ft.

SOMAY RAC – Urethane (Aluminum)
Asphalt Stain Blocking $1.64/sq. ft.

SOMAY 1047 – RubberKote
Cures Underwater – Can Apply

to wet/damp roofs
$1.84/sq. ft.

FLAT ROOFS
WATER LEAKS


