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INSIDE THE
AMERICAS

Mo atay at Rincon del Socorro would
be complete without taking a boat out to
the Laguna de [herd. What makes this
flat, extraordinary landzcape so good for
spotting birds and animals 1= the lack of
tall trees blocking the horizon.

Weaving betwesn narrow inlets of pulm
trees and purple and vellow fowers, we
eruize through the lagoon (Therda means
shimmering water in the indigenous
Guarani language) full of vacardés keep-
ing perfectly still to maintain their body
temperature and hundredz of different
hirdz, including the red-crested federal,

e get the chance to see the

vacares in very different sur.

roundings at Puerto Valle,

northern Corrientes, not far
[rom the frontier with Misisnes. The hotel
runs a farm next to the main complex
and it's full of caimans of all shapes and
gizes, The farm raizes them for their skin
and sells the leather to Europe, where
it’s made into everything from handbags
to hoots. But, keen to ensure the local
hahitat isn't affected, it reintroduces a
percentage of the reptiles back into the
wild so that natural stocks are not sig-
nificantly depleted,

Corrientes 15 one of Argentina’s bread-
baskets and a major source of much of
its agricultural wealth. Sadly, a lot of
the rainforest has heen cleared o make
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wav for farm plots, For the true
jungle experience, Misiones
is the place to head to. Up to
10,000 visitors a day flock to the
hillowing waters of [puazi Falls
but they miss out on the rest of
the province. Even porterios —
with their trendy clothes and
European ways — look oul of
place here, an area of Argentina
that has more in common with
its northern neighbours than
the capital

About half an hour’s drive
south of the Falls, in the middle
of the rainforest, is the Posada
Puerta Bemberg, It's a wonder-
fully trangul setting: toucans
Mutter outside the wooden deck-
ing area where tahles are set up
for breakfast, showing ofl their
colourful erests: in the pardens
nearby every conceivable type
of tropieal fruit and vegetable
is grown for the kitchen,

The enthusiastic carctaker,
Roherta, points out a potato-like
plant that grows on a tree and
is uged hy the Guarani peaple to
treat medical aillments

The indigenous Guarani pop-
ulation of around 20,000 remain
marginalizsed in Argenting, their

“You leokin’ at me?: the yacard, a type of calman, 15 harmbess unhéss provoked but looxs pretty Terce. It's found In the waters of Corrientes and can grow bo a size of three metres

WHERE TO STAY
Rinciin del Socorre

A superh estancia caling
back fo 1856, sot within
thousants of hectares of
savannah anc with more
than 300 bird speciet.
Rocems have anlaue
fumniture and activities
Inchida night sadarls, horse
riding and pature-spotling
bt trigs on ke nearty
lagoon. Doubies from $220
(Figh seasan)
wawrincordesocori.com

Pusrto Valke

Anather basutiful setting

al the nocthesrn tip of
Esteros ge fherd Reams are
spacicat, thers's a lowely
swimrming podl and e
restaurant serves Inmovatne
rigioral cuisine, Doubles
froem S95 (all yearl,
wawhoteipuertovallocem

Pasada Pusto Bemseng
541 b the méddie of 300
hectares of private st
tropical ramderest the &
one of [ linesl holels

In Argentiea, There's a
beautthd communal dnrg/
aiting room with a huge
fireplace and wel-stacked
baokshitves, Dounles from
5300 (high season
whannpiaer bobemBErLEom

HOW TO GET THERE
Berrhish Alrways Pies daly
fram Landon Heathrow 1o
Buenos Alres Pistarind
wawba.om

Asralineas Argentinas (les
to Posadas in Miones and
Iguasd in Corrientes City
from Buonos Ares
wanw.aerolindas.com.ar

lives complicated by legisla-
tion that stops them lving
off the lond, forcing them to
rely on hand-outs and cash
to buy food,

Living in poverty on the
margins of society, they speak
their own language and keep
largely to themselves,

The commumity of Fortin
Mborord apened its doors to
tourizm arcund 10 yvears ago,
At first, some of the elders
objected but they've grown
to accept it as an important
gourer of intome,

Omn our visit, guide Roberto
shows us round and we are
presented to the chief, Silvino,

Reberto himself cannot read
or write
went to school. But, thanks

because he never

to the money from tourism, he
can afford to send his children.

Would he change the way
things had worked out?

‘A1l T really want,” he says,
slowly, 92 for people around
the warld to eare about nature
and look after the environ-
ment.” After spending time
in Argentina’s northeast, it'a
easy to understand why, =

Frotoliorary, 4 Catners



